
This 1937 picture of the May Pole and entertainers at Holland School shows the town of Holland in the background.  Students in costume were ready to perform 
dances and songs to entertain the Queen of the May.  Sadly, the two Holland schools and some other buildings in Holland were lost due to arson some years ago. 
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Welcome Sweet Springtime 
 

 After a long cold wet winter this writer is 
pleased to have cause to remember the words of a song 
sung for May Day many years ago: 
 

     Welcome Sweet Springtime,  
     We greet thee with song, 
     Murmurs of gladness fall on the ear, 
     Voices long hush'd now their full notes prolong, 
     Echoing far and near. 
 

     Refrain: 
 

     Sing then ye birds, raise your voices on high; 
     Flowerets awake ye, burst into bloom. 
     Springtime is come and sweet Summer is nigh. 
     Sing, then, ye birds, O sing! 

Welcome Sweet Springtime 

 This issue was begun as we were seeing signs that the long cold wet winter was over.  Like the Druids and our more recent 
ancestors before us, we in the SNHS office longed to celebrate the new life that comes in this gentle season.  Rather than erect a May 
Pole in the Dawson House backyard, we sought to share pictures from May Day celebrations in the past. 

In this 1939 photo elementary school girls appear as butterflies to celebrate May 
Day at Holland School. 



Mrs. Harrell's c. 1948 
 

 In the 1940s and ‘50s local public schools were not yet offering kindergarten but several private home kindergartens were 
open.  Mrs. Joshua Harrell had a kindergarten at her home on Bishop Place in the 1940s.  The May Day celebration included the fol-
lowing students, left to right:  Jackie Grant, Penny Barrett, Jack Brantley, Barry Chamberlain, Betty Fletcher, Tom Woodward, Betty 
Sue Habel (Greene), Gene Famous Birdsong, Becky Debnam, Dickie Harrell, (queen) Connie Reid (Happel), Karen Volper, Kit Va-
den (Roller), Melinda Davidson, Harriet Clay (Naismith), Bobby House, Jimmie Smith, Jimmie Woodward, Brenda Bailey (seated), 
George Gatling, Doug Smith and David Corcoran.  (Sorry we’re not sure of more married names for girls.) 
 

 Some other kindergartens were operated by Mrs. H.W. Churn on Broad Street, Mrs. Walter Story on Maryland Avenue, 
Mrs. Ernest Stephenson on Virginia Avenue, Mrs. George Gatling on Causey Avenue, and, later, Mrs. George Morrison on Pinner 
Street.  Thanks to Jane Gatling and Tom Woodward. 

 Chuckatuck Grade School 
1920s 

 

 Top photo: Front center: Mary 
Louise Doyle.  Back: Randolph Parker,  
Frances Gilliam, A. Hill, ___ Holland, Nancy 
Ray Gilliam, Mary Virginia Johnson (seated), 
Addie Rawls Moore, Vernell Pruden (?), un-
known, Marion Willoughby, and unknown.  
 

 Right Photo, L-R:  Front:  Frank 
Spady, Judith Gilliam, Matsie Moore, Leah 
Godwin, Francis Edwards; Middle:  Nancy 
Saunders, unknown; Back:  Hulda Kelly, Sa-
rah Hill, Lucy Garner, Marie Cristie, Marjorie 
Mathews, Hazel Dailey, Nelle Cotton. 

May Day 
 

 The pictures in this issue illustrate 
that May Day was celebrated at schools 
throughout Suffolk and old Nansemond Coun-
ty—high schools as well as elementary 
schools in some cases.   
 

 We are reminded that most mothers 
were at home and could sew elaborate cos-
tumes.  
 

 This writer once appeared in a mostly 
crepe paper dress sewn on Mother’s machine.  
It was intended to create the appearance of an 
upside down daffodil. 

Courtesy Lynn K. Rose 



Nansemond-Suffolk Academy 2010 
 

 Traditionally NSA celebrates May Day with dances around the May Pole and other dances by all third 
graders.  Welcome sweet springtime.  Courtesy Diane Nelms of NSA 

Old King’s Fork 
School 1954 

 

 Excuse this rerun from 
our 2008 Kings Fork edition, 
but it is so apropos and we have 
new members who might not 
have seen this.  Boy in cowboy 
hat (#6 from L.), Jimmy Gard-
ner, prince & princess to R. of 
queen, Gene Ellis and Eleanor 
Powell; queen, Josie Ann Un-
derwood, and king, Hugh Whit-
ley; princess to L. of King & 
back beside the bush—Mary 
Ainslie Saunders, with prince, 
Howard Council; little girl 
wearing hearts, Dirran Savage.  
In R. foreground, Willie Wil-
liams (blond) and Lindsey 
Mincher.  The farmhouse in far 
right background is that of Mr. 
and Mrs. Rob Wright (of Rob’s 
Drive).  The outbuildings are 
gone and the farmland has been 
developed but the house still 
stands.  This site is less than a 
mile west and across Rt. 460 
from NSA where May Day is 
still celebrated.  See picture 
below. 

Oakland School 1970s 
 

 Kindergarten kittens wait to perform in 1977 (above).  
Dancers gather around the May Pole (right) in 1974.  Oakland is 
on Rt. 10 just outside Chuckatuck.  This was a school for the 
black community before integration.  By the 1970s, it was an 
integrated school.  In fairly recent years it was given a new lease 
on life with major renovations.  Courtesy Lynn K. Rose 

The May Pole is 
wrapped with 
brightly colored 
ribbons. 



Kay Goldberg (above) leads the way on a recent yard 
work day at the Dawson House. 
Below:  NSA students Lindsay Bulls (foreground), Vir-
ginia Cox and Tripp Jones finish the weeding. 

Kudos to: 
 

 SNHS member Byron Carmean, a/k/a the Tree Man, who has recently been 
honored with a Thomas Jefferson Conservation Award.  He was nominated 
for the award by Dr. Jeff Kirwan at Virginia Tech.  The award was present-
ed at the Natural History Museum in Martinsville, VA.  Byron has identi-
fied a number of record big trees and contributed to the book the Remarka-
ble Trees of Virginia.  He is also quoted in the new book, The Mill: The 
Franklin Mill from Camp to International Paper, by Phyllis Speidell and 
John Sheally. 

 

 SNHS member Doug Naismith, this year’s Rotary First Citizen.  Doug 
made an excellent Dr. Challis Dawson on the first day of the 2009 Candle-
light Tour and his wife, Mary Jane, gave a fine portrayal of the talented 
Madame Dawson. 

 

 And thanks to SNHS member Kay Barnes Goldberg (upper right) who is 
retiring as a history teacher at Nansemond Suffolk Academy and, therefore, 
as sponsor of the NSA student history group.    The students are helpful to 
SNHS in many ways at:  Candlelight Tour, our member meetings, cemetery 
tours and Dawson House yard work. 

Postscripts to our March 2010 Franklin Street issue 

 Correction:  It was Charles Henry Causey, Jr., nephew of James Colvin Causey of Franklin Street, who led the Suffolk Grays in 
the Spanish American War.  C.H. Causey, Jr.’s home on West Washington Street was open on our 2008 Candlelight Tour.  It is 
now the First Lady, an events facility at the corner of West Washington and Wellons Streets.  See our November 2008 
Boomtown issue. 

 John Perts caricature 

John Perts sent his caricature of 
Eleanor Roosevelt in a Christ-
mas card c. 1960 to a staunchly 
Republican friend . 

 This program from the Class Night exercises of Jefferson High School Class of 1915 was held at the Virginia Theater.  Mae 
Brinkley (interested in poetry even then) and Tazewell Pettit were from Franklin Street.  This is, of course, the season for gradu-
ations. 

Opposite page:  This is an imperfect copy (but just right for 
this season) of a page from a publication from the Finney 
sisters’ Suffolk Female Institute.  A law office and College 
Court now occupy the site of the school.  (Last sentence, last 
paragraph:  Capt. George Parker, father of Surry Parker?  
March 2007 issue. )   





Benefactor   ($1,000+)  
Cornell, Phyllis & George 
Gray, Hon. Elmon T. 
O’Connor, Tommy 
Young, Hubert & Christine 
 

Sponsor  ($500+) 
Adams, Jim & Dana 
Birdsong, Cabell & Mary Jane 
Carmine, Mr. Lance & Dr. Eva 
Darden, Bill & Bruce 
Stockman, Nan & Charles 
Walker, Miley & Jean 
Woodward, Tom & Sue 
 

Patron  ($250+) 
Bagnell, Judge & Mrs. Everett 
Barlow, Joe & Lynn 
Barnett, Maxine E. 
Barry, III, Mr. & Mrs. Richard 
Birdsong, Everett & Miriam 
Blair, George & Charnell 
Blair, James 
Butler, Mr. & Mrs. F. Prince 
Cross, III, Mr. & Mrs. Harry L. 
Farris, Carl & Denise 
Gordon, Mr. & Mrs. James E. 
Habel, III, Mr. & Mrs. James M. 
Hobbs, Kermit & Earlene 
Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Jeff 
Maxey, Jr., M. Anderson 
Mountcastle, Myrtle Ann 
Webb, Joe & Nancy. 
 

Friend  ($100+) 
Austin, Fred H. 
Baker, Robert & Marie 
Bakwin, Michael 
Birdsong, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. McLemore 
Birdsong, Mr. & Mrs. George Y. 
Birdsong, Mrs. Yancey B. 
Brinkley, Mrs. Elsie 
Bunch, Dan 
Chapman, Jack & Barbara 
Chase, James S. 
Couglin, Celia 
Council, John M. & Anne M. 
Council, Michael & Kenda 
Crocker, James. E. 
Dalzell, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel V. 
Daniels, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Lowry A. 
Darden, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Austin T. 
Dempsey, Sandy & Nancy 
Donnelly, Robert 
Drummond, Linda & Billy 
Farmer, Jean and Marvin 
Frazier, Henry & Joan 
Fulgham, Dr. & Mrs. William 
Goldberg, Don & Kay 
Green, Willie & Barbara 
Harlow, Virginia 
Harrell, Mr. & Mrs. John C. 
Harrell, Dr. & Mrs. Robert R. 
Harry, Jack & Billie 
Henderson, Charlie & Donna 
Herbert, Steve & Sally 
House, Mr. & Mrs. Robert V. 
Howell, Donald S. 
Howell, Patricia S. 
Hughes, Glenn & Karen 
Jackson, Mr. & Mrs. Stephen R. 
Jones, Chris & Karen 
Jordan, Mr. & Mrs. Charles F., Jr. 
Jordan, Elsie W. 
Kapinus, Ed & Barbara 
Kerpelman, Howard E. 
Kyle, Betty Ann 
Lane, Cindy & Mike 
Maust, Randy & Jeanette 
McCutcheon, Charlotte Andrews 
McPhail, Mr. & Mrs. J. Phil 
Newsom, Sarah N. 
Nixon, LaRoyce & Carroll 
Norcross, John & Cleta 
O'Connor, Alice H. 
Odom, Hunter and Linda 
Oliver, Bobby 
Picot, Sharon & Julien 
Pollard, Marcus & Paige 
Pond, Dick & Sylvia 
Powell, Bill & Roberta 
Pruden, III, Peter 

Pruden, Mrs. Phyllis S. 
Quayle, Fred & Brenda 
Ramsey, Frances S. 
Riddick, Larry & Mary Anne 
Roller, Kit & Rusty 
Sack, David and Brenda 
Saunders, Mack & Ruth 
Savage, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 
Sherard, Sam & Mary 
Shotton, Charles & Carol Lynne 
Simmer, Edward & Peggy 
Simpson, Polly & Henry 
Sommers, Jane Ross 
Trimble, Beth F. 
Verdirame, Dr. & Mrs. Joseph L. 
Webb, Jack & Faye 
White, Lynette 
Whitfield, Ann Claudia 
Woodward, Susan 
Woolford, III, Miss N. Polk 
 

Contributing  ($50+)  
Alwood, Bob & Fran 
Baggett, Dennis 
Bailey, Bill & Annette 
Beneke, John & Gwynne 
Bialobrzewski, Angel 
Bollinger, Dixie & Stan 
Bowman, Marie 
Bradshaw, James & Becky 
Bright, John & Vera 
Brinkley, Mr. & Mrs. David L. 
Callis, George & Susan 
Carmean, Byron & Jean 
Carter, Barbara & John 
Clement, Becky & Joe 
Councill, Sandra 
Cross, Parker 
Davis,  Sue 
Debranski, Mike & Marty 
Duggan, Bill & Hunter 
Evans, Richard & Eleanor 
Faircloth, John & Nancy 
Fitzgerald, Shirley R. 
Friend, Marianna 
Gardner, George & Carol 
Garrett, Jim & Susan 
Glasz, Peter & Janet 
Graham, Scott and Karen 
Grogan, Karen & Ed 
Happel, Mrs. Constance Reid 
Harrell, Sherwood & Faye 
Hayes, Martha R. 
Hazelwood, Thomas A. 
Hightower, Howard & Jennifer 
Hobbs, Frances P.  
Hollowell, Sandra LoCascio 
House, Jr., Rob & Denson 
Howe, Jr., Mr.& Mrs. F. N. 
Hunter, JoAnn S. 
Irby, Chris & Skip 
Johnson, John & Julie 
Jones, Hon. William Wellington 
Kelley, Kermit & Frances 
King, Lee & Henrietta 
Kirchmier, Beverley 
Krzemien, Kimberly & Jeff 
Leach, Grace & Jack 
McLean, Martha & Mack 
McLemore, Mardane 
Morgan, Marian V. 
Norfleet, Dr. & Mrs. Ben 
Odom, Betty & Henry 
Odom, Rete 
Olde Virginia Realty, Inc. 
Parr, Wayne & Charlotte 
Pettit, Jack & Sarah 
Pichel, Nancy & Marcy 
Poole, Conley & Eleanor  
Poulson, Mrs. Melvin B. 
Pruden, Tom & Gail 
Ralph, Bobby L. & Joyce 
Rawls, Brenda 
Rose, Lynn K. 
Rountree, Blanche E. 
Russell, Corey & Margaret 
Salmon, Jim & Elaine 
Savage, Richard 
Simpson, Bobby and Sandra 
Small, Holmes & Lena 
Smith, Pat Holladay 

Taylor, Fred & Adrienne 
Taylor, Mr. & Mrs. John R. 
Thomas, Sid & Janice 
Tompert, Robert & Leila 
Totten, Mr. & Mrs. Danny 
Trump, Jr., Bobby Lee 
Trump, Joyce 
Tubbs, Andy 
West, Jack &  Barbara 
White, Jimmy & Hazel 
Williams, Nancy 
Winslow, Burwell & Alvis 
Young, Bert &  Martha 
Young, Molly & Rutledge 
 

Supporting  ($25+) 
Abernathy, Charles M. & Ann B. 
Adams, Jimmy & Hannah 
Arthur, Gene & Brenda 
Arthur, Tommy & Jane 
Barrett, Harold and June 
Blair, Susan 
Brooks, Elizabeth Dixon 
Bunch, Karl 
Bunting, Lyn 
Bunting, Sandra & Bill 
Burgess, Dempse B. 
Butler, Gary 
Byrum, Jarvis R. & Phyllis C. 
Carmean, Marie and James 
Cathey, Mr.& Mrs. Forrest H. 
Chandler, Sue Hundley 
Cook, Darrell E. 
Creasy, J Allen, Jr. 
Crumpler, John & Terri 
Darden, Charles & Yvonne 
Davis, Dianne Harrell 
Dolan, Jr., Mr. & Mrs. H. Paul 
Draper, Sue 
Duke, Alma Cross 
Duke, Lydia G. 
Ellis, Glenn E. 
Ellison, Betty & Jack 
Eure, Jr., Mr.& Mrs. John 
Everett, Anne 
Fausel, Mary Anne & George 
Fitzhugh, Berry 
Friend, Jr., Edwin A. 
Frohman, Carroll Godwin 
Gardner, Jr., David B. 
Gwaltney, James G. 
Habel, Jay 
Habel, Tucker 
Harper, Linda Howerton 
Hart, Lee 
Jaffe, Mr. & Mrs. Gerald 
James, Linda Annas 
Jennings, James L. 
Johnson, David 
Jones, Stephen M. 
Jordan, Jr., Hon. John R. 
Kalie, Jennie Lee 
Kirkpatrick, E. Stuart 
Klein, Imogen M. 
Kress, Jack 
Latimer, III, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur L. 
Lawing, Victoria 
Lynch, Bill 
Mansfield, Bob & Charlotte 
March, Clyde V. 
Martin, Eleanor T. 
Milligan, Anna Vann 
Moore Family, Margaret H. 
Mottley, Terry & Irma R. 
Nemish, Mr. & Mrs. John 
O'Connor, Betsy T. 
Odom, Polly Vann 
Panton, Fan G. 
Parker, Jim & Nancy 
Peachy, Mr. & Mrs. William S. 
Pettit, Tom 
Pisani, Cheryl A. 
Pond, III, Richard 
Ray, Patsy Powell 
Rice, June & Charles 
Roberts, Surry P. 
Rogers, Mrs. Donna 
Ruden, Iris 
Russell, Jr., Mr.& Mrs. C. Edward 
Sanderson, Mrs. Nancy Bruce 
Saunders, Bruce P. 

Sledge Jr., Mr. & Mrs. Charles R 
Smith, Audrey P. 
Stallings, Wenllian J. 
Staylor, Mills & Gin 
Taylor, Cindy 
Thanos, John & Voula 
Tonkin, Bill & Marilyn 
Tyler, Stewart 
Umphlette, Mr. & Mrs. L. Carrol 
Walsh-Johnson, Mary H. 
Ward, Gordon Carter 
Watterson, Nita 
Webb, Mindy & Joby 
West, Randy H. 
White, Anne Parker 
Williams, Jesse & Mary 
Williams, Richard & Sue 
Wommack, Jane B. 
 

Gifts in Kind 
Ed Anderson (QFCP-2) 
Arnold, Dave (Pender & Coward) 
Beneke, John 
Carraway, Susan 
Delendeck, Joe 
Drewyor, Richard 
Earnest, Billie 
Hillard, Holly Anne 
Kusmez, Karen 
Pollard, Paige (Commonwealth 
     Preservation Group) 
Pond, Wayland  
Pullen, Mike 
Rawles, Beverly 
Webb, Bill 
 

Complimentary 
Forbes, Hon. J. Randy 
Gates County Historical Society 
Murfreesboro Historical Assoc. 
Southampton County Historical Soc. 
 

Student—NSA 
Barclay, Cole 
Bulls, Lindsay 
Carter, Sabrina 
Chung, Ashley 
Cox, Mallory 
Cox, Virginia 
Fiebrandt, Michelle 
Gersbach, Lauren 
Howell, Landon 
Jefferson, Kaitlin 
Jones, Tripp 
Manno, Kelly 
Parr, Douglas 
Porter, Matthew 
Salmon, Emma 
Smith, Cody 
Williams, Sheila 
 

List reflects memberships received 
through June 7, 2010.   
 

SNHS makes every effort to ensure 
accuracy.  If you find an error in your 
listing or if you would like to change 
your recognition preference, please 
call Julie Johnson at (757) 539-2781 
or email snhs@verizon.net. 

We are grateful to the following new or returning members for 2010: 



To Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 

 Mature Methodists @ Providence United 
Methodist Church 

 In memory of J. Braxton Powell
 from Allie & Dick Sueflow 

THANKS TO OUR 2010 CORORATE MEMBERS 
 

NANSEMOND CIRCLE ($1,000+) 
FARMER’S BANK                                                       

Community Banking Since 1919                                              
www.farmersbankva.com—757-242-6111  

  

SEABOARD CIRCLE ($250+) 
   J. Walter Hosier & Son, Inc.                     *                     Suffolk Iron Works,  Inc. 

SNHS Board 
Lynette White, President 

Nita Bagnell, Vice President 
Betsy Totten, Secretary 

Kermit Hobbs, Interim Treas. 
Sue Woodward, Historian 

Robert Baker 
Maxine Barnett 

Lee King 
Gin Staylor  
Fred Taylor 

To the Dawson House   

 Birdsong Corporation  

 In honor of Nita Bagnell 
 by her four children  
 and their spouses 

 NSA Student Historical Society 

PRINTER:  please insert Train Station 
picture, phone and email. 
Train Station Assistant:  Marie Carmean 
 

PRINTER:  please insert Dawson House 
picture and contact information, including:   
www.suffolkhistory.org 

PHS Board 
Lee King, President 

Sue Woodward, Secretary 
Lynn Barlow, Treasurer 

Gifts and Memorials through May 31, 2010 

Train Station Anniversary 
 

 The Suffolk Seaboard Railroad Museum is celebrating the Tenth 
year since Restoration and Grand Re-opening, and our One Hundred and 
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary!  The Anniversary events will launch on August 
28th and 29th at the Station, with museum tours, displays and train-related 
exhibits never before seen.  We will have a children's train display, petting 
zoo, Teddy Bear Express Trackless Train and other wonderful things just for 
the kids!  There will be food, fun and live music all day on Saturday from 10
-7 and again on Sunday afternoon from 1-4.  The gift shop will have new 
items for purchase.   
 

 There will be separate events to honor the members of the Tidewat-
er Chapter of the National Railroad Modelers Association for their amazing 
contribution to the Station; to honor those responsible for the incredible res-
toration ten years ago; and to honor our many wonderful volunteers.  Dates 
and times for the Receptions for these groups will be announced.  We also 
plan to have members of each of these groups well represented on the 28th 
& 29th.   
 

 Our raffle of a huge Seaboard Station replica made of gingerbread 
(the winner to be announced in late November) made by a local award-
winning gingerbread artist will also kick off on that weekend.  It will be a 
Celebration to remember! 
 

Hours:  Wednesday - Saturday  10 - 4;  Sunday  1 - 4 

Thanks to LW’s Lawn 
Service, LLC for 
cutting and trimming 
the Dawson House 
and McKay lawns this 
summer. 

It’s not too early to think about the 
holidays!  Plan to support the 
SNHS wreath sale again this year.  
Look for more information in the 
next newsletter. 

Coming Soon! 

Suffolkian Margaret 
Saunders (Dashiell) 
was May Queen at 
Randolph-Macon 
Woman’s College in 
the 1940s.  Period 
newspaper photo 
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The 1939 May King and Queen at Holland High School are shown with their court.  In the background is the Holland School built in 1914 
and destroyed by fire in 1992.  Unfortunately the participants are not identified. 

Mexican Hat dancers prepare to perform, Chuckatuck 
School, May Day 1954.  Courtesy Lynn K. Rose 


