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Bernard Godwinôs yacht Vivian II 1928 on Chuckatuck Creek.  At one time the creek was navigable all the way up to the mill 
on present day Rt. 10.  Godwin owned the grist mill, power plant and the adjacent ice house in the 1920s.  The small workboat  
to the left might have been used for crabbing or oystering or to haul truck (produce.)    Picture courtesy Lynn Rose 

Along the Chuckatuck Creekðthen and now 

 The water was always the thing.  The native Americans rode the waters and ate the 
fish, crabs and oysters.  The first Englishmen arrived by water.  John Smith exploring from 
Jamestown in September 1608 mentioned Chuckatuck Creek.  (See John Smith in the Chesa-
peake available at the Train Station.)  The early Englishmen settled along the water. 
 

 Soon the Chuckatuck Creek, like many other waterways, was dammed and used as 
a power source to turn the mill wheel on the mill that still stands at the head of the Creek.  A 
mill was built on this site by the late 1600s and the site was used as a mill well into the 20th 
century. 
 

 Packet boats moved up and down the creek into the 1920s and beyond, moving pro-
duce and supplies as well as mail.  Today the creek attracts new residents who are not neces-
sarily farmers but rather people who enjoy the Creek for its beauty and its recreational value. 
 

 On this yearôs Candlelight Tour we visit five homesðsome old and some newðon 
historic sites from near the head of the Creek to its mouth.  Please join us for our 34th An-
nual Candlelight Tour on December 4 and 5. 

Charles Bernard Godwin, (1860-1944) and his wife Martha Carroll Whitney Godwin (1859-
1925) walking to church at Wesley Chapel on Kings Highway .  SNHS collection 



The Phillips Farmhouse  
 

 The Phillips Farmhouse, 6353 Godwin Blvd, 
perched on the Suffolk Escarpment on Rt. 10, is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.  It is significant as an unusually 
well preserved example of the clerestory house.  The identifying 
detail is the unusual row of dormer or half story windows seen on 
the front of the house.  This is one of fourteen known clerestory 
houses built between the James and Blackwater Rivers between 
1820 and 1850.  This is the only documented example in 
Nansemond County/Suffolk. 
 

 The house was built c. 1830 for the family of John T. 
Phillips and his wife Elizabeth.  They had four children:  John T., 
Elizabeth Mary, James Jasper and Sarah Ann.   
 

 John T. was a doctor.  James Jasper was a Colonel in the 
Confederate army and later a successful businessman in Norfolk 
and then New York.  Elizabeth married John David Corbell and 
lived at Cypress Vale Farm where she reared her children.  Her 
daughter Sallie married Confederate General George Pickett.  

Sara married Thomas Corbell, John Davidôs brother. 
 

 The house changed hands many times and was in a grave state of 
disrepair by the 1980s.  The current owners carried out a sensitive restora-
tion/renovation 1982-4.  In the last year an addition was made that in-
creased livability but in no way detracts from the original house.  A dimin-
utive guest house is a charming new addition to the back yard.  Some of 
this information from the Phillips Farm Cookbook by Carolyn Bickham.  
Home of Mr. & Mrs. Ed Bickham. 

Drawing from Carolyn Bickhamôs Phillips Farm Cookbook 

Suffolk Escarpment 
 

 The Suffolk Escarpment is, simply put, the shore of an ancient sea.  It runs 
along the edge of the Dismal Swamp in North Carolina, through Suffolk and, according 
to some sources, to the Peninsula.  The Phillips Farm sits on the shore and looks out 
across Route 10 to the floor of the ancient sea and Lone Star Lakes.  These lakes or pits 
were created when Lone Star Cement dug marlðdecayed seashellsðyears ago. 

Percy Pitt  (1886-1957) 
 

 George Pitt and his wife 
Berta bought the Phillips Farm in 
1888 and owned it until 1926.  One 
member of the Pitt family about 
whom weôve often heard was 
Georgeôs son Percival, called Percy. 
 

 Percy was a bon vivant.  He 
was a big man (over 300 lbs.) with a 
great appetite for life.  In spite of his 
size he was said to have been very light on his feet.  He went to all the dances and swept the 
ladies off their feet.  He loved moving pictures and came to town to the Chadwick Theater 
every Saturday for the matinee.  He sat right down front in his own special seatðthe manage-
ment had removed the arm rest between two regular seats to make a double seat for Percy.   
 

 This information is from the grandson of a lady who was one of Percyôs dance part-
ners.  Does anyone know more? 

Typical sections of Nansemond escarpment from 
General account of the fresh-water morasses of the 
United States, by Nathaniel Southgate Shaler. 

George Pitt added the front porch about 1890-1900.  All additions 
were removed by the Bickhams in the 1980s to uncover the original 
structure.  Photo thanks to Carolyn Bickham 

The Pitt children, Emmett, Lucile and Perci-
val, shown c. 1890.  Picture courtesy Mary 
Deane Lachicotte Johnson, Lucileôs daugh-
ter. 

This is the top of a ledger page from Bernard Godwinôs Electric Light Plant in Chuckatuck.  Powered by the mill wheel, this was just down the road from the Phillips 
Farm. 


